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ENTRY — Scriptures for Prayer
“pray for the peace of the city...for in its peace you will find your peace”
“watchful and thankful...wise in the way you act toward outsiders”
“May God arise...In front are the singers”
“appointed men to sing to the Lord...at the head of the army”
““What shall we do?’... ‘Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see’”
“Shall I hide from Abraham what | am about to do?”
“l, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures...So | turned to the Lord”
“After that, God answered prayer in behalf of the land”
“You are under a curse—your whole nation”
“spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms...pray in the Spirit”
“divine power to demolish strongholds...take captive every thought”
“blinded the minds of unbelievers...made his light shine in our hearts”
“the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient”
“unless he first ties up the strong man”
“when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him”
“Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land”
“we went...where we expected to find a place of prayer”
“I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship”
“He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians”

(Scripture list continued on following page)

< Begin by praying, “Jesus, open my mind to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:35).
«» Reading the Scriptures out loud increases our level of personal engagement and response.
«» Don’t skip a Scripture because it is familiar! The Holy Spirit always has more to reveal.

As you read, after each portion of Scripture (a phrase, sentence, or passage), pause and ask the Holy
Spirit what He wants to highlight to you—then respond in prayer. Most of Scripture communicates
something for us to BELIEVE, something for us to OBEY, or both.

With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to BELIEVE:

1) Declare (out loud) that you believe it.

2) Ask Him to give you greater revelation of this truth. (Pause to listen.)
With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to OBEY:

1) Resolve (out loud) to obey it.

2) Ask Him to strengthen and equip you to obey it, and to show you how. (Pause to listen.)
When you discern something God wants to do, ASK HIM to do it.

Some additional key prayers and questions to bring to the Scriptures:
e What can we learn about God’s ways related to our current ministry focus?
e Inlight of this truth, what should we start doing? What should we stop doing?

e Of what the Spirit is showing me/us, what should be our persistent points of prayer in this
season? Who are key people to invite into these prayers? When?

e What here needs to impact the culture and activities of local believers/leaders/churches?
What should our prayers and other practical responses be for that purpose?

o  What will it take to walk these truths out in the Spirit and not slip back into old ways of doing
things? What habits in prayer, what habits in life, what accountability?




(Entry Scriptures, cont.)

Acts 2:4-11 “each of us hears them in our native language”

Matt. 9:36-38 “compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless”

Acts 10:1-3 “he had a vision. He distinctly saw”

Eph. 2:10 “good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”

Prov. 25:2 “glory of God to conceal...to search out a matter is the glory of kings”

Ps. 139:7-12 “if | settle on the far side of the sea...even there your hand will guide me”
Isa. 40:3-5 “make straight in the desert a highway for our God”

[Jer 29:7 NIV] 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have carried you into exile.
Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper."

[Col 4:2, 5-6 NIV] 2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. ... 5 Be wise in the way
you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full
of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

[Psa 68:1-35 NIV] 1 For the director of music. Of David. A psalm. A song. May God arise, may his
enemies be scattered; may his foes flee before him. 2 May you blow them away like smoke--as wax
melts before the fire, may the wicked perish before God. 3 But may the righteous be glad and rejoice
before God; may they be happy and joyful. 4 Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who
rides on the clouds; rejoice before him--his name is the LORD. ... 24 Your procession, God, has come
into view, the procession of my God and King into the sanctuary. 25 In front are the singers, after
them the musicians; with them are the young women playing the timbrels. 26 Praise God in the great
congregation; praise the LORD in the assembly of Israel. 27 There is the little tribe of Benjamin,
leading them, there the great throng of Judah's princes, and there the princes of Zebulun and of
Naphtali. 28 Summon your power, God; show us your strength, our God, as you have done before. ...
32 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth, sing praise to the Lord, 33 to him who rides across the
highest heavens, the ancient heavens, who thunders with mighty voice. 34 Proclaim the power of
God, whose majesty is over Israel, whose power is in the heavens. 35 You, God, are awesome in your
sanctuary; the God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. Praise be to God!

[2Ch 20:1-28 NIV] 1 After this, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to
wage war against Jehoshaphat. 2 Some people came and told Jehoshaphat, "A vast army is coming
against you from Edom, from the other side of the Dead Sea. It is already in Hazezon Tamar" (that is,
En Gedi). 3 Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the LORD, and he proclaimed a fast for all
Judah. 4 The people of Judah came together to seek help from the LORD; indeed, they came from
every town in Judah to seek him. 5 Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and
Jerusalem at the temple of the LORD in the front of the new courtyard 6 and said: "LORD, the God of
our ancestors, are you not the God who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations.
Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you. ... 12 Our God, will you not judge
them? For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do,
but our eyes are on you." 13 All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, stood
there before the LORD. 14 Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Jahaziel son of Zechariah, the son of
Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite and descendant of Asaph, as he stood in the
assembly. 15 He said: "Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what



the LORD says to you: 'Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not
yours, but God's. 16 Tomorrow march down against them. They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz,
and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel. 17 You will not have to fight
this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the LORD will give you, Judah
and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the
LORD will be with you.'" 18 Jehoshaphat bowed down with his face to the ground, and all the people
of Judah and Jerusalem fell down in worship before the LORD. 19 Then some Levites from the
Kohathites and Korahites stood up and praised the LORD, the God of Israel, with a very loud voice. 20
Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said,
"Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the LORD your God and you will be
upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful." 21 After consulting the people,
Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the LORD and to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as
they went out at the head of the army, saying: "Give thanks to the LORD, for his love endures
forever." 22 As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the men of Ammon
and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated.

[2Ki 6:8-18 NIV] 8 Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he
said, "I will set up my camp in such and such a place." 9 The man of God sent word to the king of
Israel: "Beware of passing that place, because the Arameans are going down there." 10 So the king of
Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so
that he was on his guard in such places. 11 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers
and demanded of them, "Tell me! Which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?" 12 "None of us, my
lord the king," said one of his officers, "but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel
the very words you speak in your bedroom." 13 "Go, find out where he is," the king ordered, "so | can
send men and capture him." The report came back: "He is in Dothan." 14 Then he sent horses and
chariots and a strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city. 15 When the servant
of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had
surrounded the city. "Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?" the servant asked. 16 "Don't be afraid," the
prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those who are with them." 17 And Elisha
prayed, "Open his eyes, LORD, so that he may see." Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he
looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18 As the enemy came
down toward him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, "Strike this army with blindness." So he struck them
with blindness, as Elisha had asked.

[Gen 18:17, 20-25 NIV] 17 Then the LORD said, "Shall | hide from Abraham what | am about to do? ...
20 Then the LORD said, "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous
21 that | will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If
not, | will know." 22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing
before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: "Will you sweep away the righteous
with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away
and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do
such a thing--to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be
it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?"

[Dan 9:2-23 NIV] 2 in the first year of his reign, |, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to
the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last
seventy years. 3 So | turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting,



and in sackcloth and ashes. 4 | prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: "Lord, the great and
awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his
commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we
have turned away from your commands and laws. 6 We have not listened to your servants the
prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our ancestors, and to all the people
of the land. 7 "Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame--the people of Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you have
scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 8 We and our kings, our princes and our ancestors
are covered with shame, LORD, because we have sinned against you. 9 The Lord our God is merciful
and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him; 10 we have not obeyed the LORD our God
or kept the laws he gave us through his servants the prophets. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law
and turned away, refusing to obey you. "Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the
Law of Moses, the servant of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against you.
12 You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing on us great
disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been done like what has been done to Jerusalem.
13 Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come on us, yet we have not sought
the favor of the LORD our God by turning from our sins and giving attention to your truth. 14 The
LORD did not hesitate to bring the disaster on us, for the LORD our God is righteous in everything he
does; yet we have not obeyed him. 15 "Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt
with a mighty hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we
have done wrong. 16 Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your
wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors have made
Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those around us. 17 "Now, our God, hear the
prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look with favor on your desolate
sanctuary. 18 Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that
bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your
great mercy. 19 Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my God, do not delay,
because your city and your people bear your Name." 20 While | was speaking and praying, confessing
my sin and the sin of my people Israel and making my request to the LORD my God for his holy hill--
21 while | was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man | had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift
flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 22 He instructed me and said to me, "Daniel, | have
now come to give you insight and understanding. 23 As soon as you began to pray, a word went out,
which | have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the word and
understand the vision:

[2Sa 21:1-2, 14 NIV] 1 During the reign of David, there was a famine for three successive years; so
David sought the face of the LORD. The LORD said, "It is on account of Saul and his blood-stained
house; it is because he put the Gibeonites to death." 2 The king summoned the Gibeonites and spoke
to them. (Now the Gibeonites were not a part of Israel but were survivors of the Amorites; the
Israelites had sworn to spare them, but Saul in his zeal for Israel and Judah had tried to annihilate
them.) ... 14 They buried the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan in the tomb of Saul's father Kish, at
Zela in Benjamin, and did everything the king commanded. After that, God answered prayer in behalf
of the land.

[Mal 3:9 NIV] 9 You are under a curse--your whole nation--because you are robbing me.



[Eph 6:10-18 NIV] 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor
of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with
the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes
from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people.

[2Co 10:3-6 NIV] 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to
demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be
ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete.

[2Co 4:3-6 NIV] 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of
this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that
displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus
Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out
of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God's glory
displayed in the face of Christ.

[Eph 2:1-5 NIV] 1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit
who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by
nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved.

[Mat 12:29 NIV] 29 "Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his
possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can plunder his house.

[Luk 11:21-22 NIV] 21 "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are
safe. 22 But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which
the man trusted and divides up his plunder.

[Gen 13:17 NIV] 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for | am giving it to you."

[Act 16:13-14 NIV] 13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected
to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14
One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth.
She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.



[Act 17:16, 22-23 NIV] 16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see
that the city was full of idols. ... 22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said:
"People of Athens! | see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as | walked around and
looked carefully at your objects of worship, | even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown
god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship--and this is what | am going to proclaim to
you.

[Dan 1:3-4, 17 NIV] 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the
king's service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility-- 4 young men without any
physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to
understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was to teach them the language and
literature of the Babylonians. ... 17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding
of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.

[Act 2:4-11 NIV] 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as
the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation
under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each
one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: "Aren't all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians,
Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and
converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs--we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own
tongues!"

[Mat 9:36-38 NIV] 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into
his harvest field."

[Act 10:1-3 NIV] 1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as
the Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to
those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision.
He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, "Cornelius!"

[Eph 2:10 NIV] 10 For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.

[Pro 25:2 NIV] 2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings.

[Psa 139:7-12 NIV] 7 Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence? 8 If | go
up to the heavens, you are there; if | make my bed in the depths, you are there. 9 If | rise on the
wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even there your hand will guide me, your
right hand will hold me fast. 11 If | say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night
around me," 12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for
darkness is as light to you.



[Isa 40:3-5 NIV] 3 A voice of one calling: "In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill
made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 5 And the glory of the
LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken."



