Generation 1 to Generation 2+ — Scriptures for Prayer

John 17:20-23 “I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message”

Mark 1:14-20 “The time has come...| will send you out to fish for people”

Ps. 119:98-102 “I have more insight than all my teachers...for you yourself have taught me”
1 Cor. 3:6-15 “I'laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it”
Acts 6:1-7 “We will turn this responsibility over to them”

Eph. 4:11-16 “no longer be...blown here and there by every wind of teaching”

Hebr. 8:10-11 “I will put my laws in their minds...from the least of them to the greatest”
Mark 7:6-8 “You have let go of the commands of God...holding on to human traditions”
2Tim. 2:1-7 “reliable people who will also be qualified to teach”

Phil. 3:17 “Join together in following my example...you have us as a model”

John 4:39 “Many...believed in him because of the woman’s testimony”

= See Acts Study - Gen 1 to Gen 2
= See 1 Thess Study - Gen 1 to Gen 2

See also Leadership Development Scriptures
See also New Believers and Churches Scriptures
See also Perseverance Scriptures

«» Begin by praying, “Jesus, open my mind to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:35).
«» Reading the Scriptures out loud increases our level of personal engagement and response.
«» Don’t skip a Scripture because it is familiar! The Holy Spirit always has more to reveal.

As you read, after each portion of Scripture (a phrase, sentence, or passage), pause and ask the Holy
Spirit what He wants to highlight to you—then respond in prayer. Most of Scripture communicates
something for us to BELIEVE, something for us to OBEY, or both.

With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to BELIEVE:

1) Declare (out loud) that you believe it.

2) Ask Him to give you greater revelation of this truth. (Pause to listen.)
With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to OBEY:

1) Resolve (out loud) to obey it.

2) Ask Him to strengthen and equip you to obey it, and to show you how. (Pause to listen.)
When you discern something God wants to do, ASK HIM to do it.

Some additional key prayers and questions to bring to the Scriptures:

e What can we learn about God’s ways related to our current ministry focus?

e Inlight of this truth, what should we start doing? What should we stop doing?

e Of what the Spirit is showing me/us, what should be our persistent points of prayer in this
season? Who are key people to invite into these prayers? When?

e What here needs to impact the culture and activities of local believers/leaders/churches?
What should our prayers and other practical responses be for that purpose?

e  What will it take to walk these truths out in the Spirit and not slip back into old ways of doing
things? What habits in prayer, what habits in life, what accountability?




[Jhn 17:20-23 NIV] 20 "My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will believe in me
through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you.
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 | have given them the
glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one-- 23 | in them and you in me--so that
they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me.

[Psa 119:98-102 NIV] 98 Your commands are always with me and make me wiser than my enemies.
99 | have more insight than all my teachers, for | meditate on your statutes. 100 | have more
understanding than the elders, for | obey your precepts. 101 | have kept my feet from every evil path
so that | might obey your word. 102 | have not departed from your laws, for you yourself have taught
me.

[1Co 3:6-15 NIV] 6 | planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things
grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be
rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are co-workers in God's service; you are God's field,
God's building. 10 By the grace God has given me, | laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone
else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other
than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold,
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day
will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person's
work. 14 If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the
builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved--even though only as one escaping through the flames.

[Act 6:1-7 NIV] 1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews
among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in
the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would
not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers
and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.
We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry
of the word." 5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert
to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 7
So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large
number of priests became obedient to the faith.

[Eph 4:11-16 NIV] 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors
and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed
back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning
and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will
grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From



him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself
up in love, as each part does its work.

[Heb 8:10-11 NIV] 10 This is the covenant | will establish with the people of Israel after that time,
declares the Lord. | will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. | will be their God,
and they will be my people. 11 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, 'Know
the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.

[Mar 7:6-8 NIV] 6 He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is
written: " 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 7 They worship
me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.' 8 You have let go of the commands of God and
are holding on to human traditions."

[2Ti 2:1-7 NIV] 1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you
have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be
qualified to teach others. 3 Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one
serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding
officer. 5 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the victor's crown except by
competing according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of
the crops. 7 Reflect on what | am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.

[Phl 3:17 NIV] 17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us
as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do.

[Jhn 4:39 NIV] 39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's
testimony, "He told me everything | ever did."

Scriptures for Acts Study

[Act 13:4-12 NIV] 4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and
sailed from there to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the
Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper. 6 They traveled through the whole island
until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7
who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for
Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is
what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 9 Then Saul,
who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 10 "You are a
child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and
trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11 Now the hand of the Lord is
against you. You are going to be blind for a time, not even able to see the light of the sun."
Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him
by the hand. 12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the
teaching about the Lord.

[Act 13:13-52 NIV] 13 From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where
John left them to return to Jerusalem. 14 From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the



Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the
Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word to them, saying, "Brothers, if you have a word of
exhortation for the people, please speak." 16 Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said:
"Fellow Israelites and you Gentiles who worship God, listen to me! 17 The God of the people of Israel
chose our ancestors; he made the people prosper during their stay in Egypt; with mighty power he
led them out of that country; 18 for about forty years he endured their conduct in the wilderness; 19
and he overthrew seven nations in Canaan, giving their land to his people as their inheritance. 20 All
this took about 450 years. "After this, God gave them judges until the time of Samuel the prophet. 21
Then the people asked for a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who
ruled forty years. 22 After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him: 'l
have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything | want him to do."' 23
"From this man's descendants God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before
the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and baptism to all the people of Israel. 25 As John
was completing his work, he said: 'Who do you suppose | am? | am not the one you are looking for.
But there is one coming after me whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.' 26 "Fellow children of
Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent. 27
The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled
the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 28 Though they found no proper ground for a
death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was
written about him, they took him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him
from the dead, 31 and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee
to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. 32 "We tell you the good news: What God
promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in
the second Psalm: " 'You are my son; today | have become your father.' 34 God raised him from the
dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said, " 'l will give you the holy and sure
blessings promised to David.' 35 So it is also stated elsewhere: " 'You will not let your holy one see
decay.' 36 "Now when David had served God's purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was
buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the dead did
not see decay. 38 "Therefore, my friends, | want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of
sins is proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a
justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. 40 Take care that what the
prophets have said does not happen to you: 41 " 'Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish, for | am
going to do something in your days that you would never believe, even if someone told you."™ 42 As
Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak further about these
things on the next Sabbath. 43 When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout
converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue
in the grace of God. 44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the
Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict
what Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly:
"We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves
worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: "
'I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth."" 48
When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were
appointed for eternal life believed. 49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But
the Jewish leaders incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city.
They stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 So



they shook the dust off their feet as a warning to them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples
were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

[Act 14:1-25 NIV] 1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There
they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who
refused to believe stirred up the other Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So
Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the
message of his grace by enabling them to perform signs and wonders. 4 The people of the city were
divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles. 5 There was a plot afoot among both
Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to mistreat them and stone them. 6 But they found
out about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding country, 7
where they continued to preach the gospel. 8 In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been
that way from birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked
directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, "Stand up on your feet!" At that,
the man jumped up and began to walk. 11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in
the Lycaonian language, "The gods have come down to us in human form!" 12 Barnabas they called
Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose
temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the
crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this,
they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 "Friends, why are you doing this?
We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these
worthless things to the living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything
in them. 16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left himself without
testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he
provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy." 18 Even with these words, they had
difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them. 19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and
Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he
was dead. 20 But after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city.
The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a
large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the
disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to
enter the kingdom of God," they said. 23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each
church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.
24 After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 25 and when they had preached the word
in Perga, they went down to Attalia.

[Act 15:39-41 NIV] 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took
Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the
grace of the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

[Act 16:1-40 NIV] 1 Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived,
whose mother was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. 2 The believers at Lystra and
Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him
because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they
traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in
Jerusalem for the people to obey. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in
numbers. 6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having



been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to
the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So
they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of
Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." 10 After Paul had
seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to
preach the gospel to them. 11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and
the next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the
leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 13 On the Sabbath we
went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down
and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman
from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord
opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 15 When she and the members of her household
were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said,
"come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us. 16 Once when we were going to the place of
prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She
earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of
us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be
saved." 18 She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around
and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ | command you to come out of her!" At that
moment the spirit left her. 19 When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone,
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 20 They
brought them before the magistrates and said, "These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into
an uproar 21 by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice." 22 The crowd
joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and
beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the
jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these orders, he put them in
the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying
and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was
such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison
doors flew open, and everyone's chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the
prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners
had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!" 29 The jailer called for
lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked,
"Sirs, what must | do to be saved?" 31 They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-
-you and your household." 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his
house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately
he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal
before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God--he and his whole
household. 35 When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their officers to the jailer with the order:
"Release those men." 36 The jailer told Paul, "The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be
released. Now you can leave. Go in peace." 37 But Paul said to the officers: "They beat us publicly
without a trial, even though we are Roman citizens, and threw us into prison. And now do they want
to get rid of us quietly? No! Let them come themselves and escort us out." 38 The officers reported
this to the magistrates, and when they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they were
alarmed. 39 They came to appease them and escorted them from the prison, requesting them to
leave the city. 40 After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's house, where they
met with the brothers and sisters and encouraged them. Then they left.



[Act 17:1-34 NIV] 1 When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia,
they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom, Paul went into
the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining
and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus | am proclaiming to
you is the Messiah," he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a
large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women. 5 But other Jews were
jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a
riot in the city. They rushed to Jason's house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to
the crowd. 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before
the city officials, shouting: "These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come
here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar's decrees, saying
that there is another king, one called Jesus." 8 When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials
were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go. 10 As
soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to
the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every
day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number of
prominent Greek women and many Greek men. 13 But when the Jews in Thessalonica learned that
Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, some of them went there too, agitating the crowds
and stirring them up. 14 The believers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy
stayed at Berea. 15 Those who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with instructions
for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible. 16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens,
he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue
with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who
happened to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him.
Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be
advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and
the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they
said to him, "May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing
some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean." 21 (All the Athenians
and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to
the latest ideas.) 22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "People of Athens!
| see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as | walked around and looked carefully at your
objects of worship, | even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are
ignorant of the very thing you worship--and this is what | am going to proclaim to you. 24 "The God
who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples
built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he
himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the
nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history
and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out
for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 'For in him we live and move and
have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.' 29 "Therefore since we
are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone--an image
made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he
commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world
with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from



the dead." 32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but
others said, "We want to hear you again on this subject." 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 Some of
the people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the
Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others.

[Act 18:1-21 NIV] 1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named
Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius
had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as
they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying
to persuade Jews and Greeks. 5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself
exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed
Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, "Your blood be on
your own heads! | am innocent of it. From now on | will go to the Gentiles." 7 Then Paul left the
synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. 8 Crispus, the
synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who
heard Paul believed and were baptized. 9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be
afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 10 For | am with you, and no one is going to attack and
harm you, because | have many people in this city." 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half,
teaching them the word of God. 12 While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews of Corinth made a
united attack on Paul and brought him to the place of judgment. 13 "This man," they charged, "is
persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the law." 14 Just as Paul was about to
speak, Gallio said to them, "If you Jews were making a complaint about some misdemeanor or
serious crime, it would be reasonable for me to listen to you. 15 But since it involves questions about
words and names and your own law--settle the matter yourselves. | will not be a judge of such
things." 16 So he drove them off. 17 Then the crowd there turned on Sosthenes the synagogue
leader and beat him in front of the proconsul; and Gallio showed no concern whatever. 18 Paul
stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sisters and sailed for Syria,
accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchreae because of
a vow he had taken. 19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went
into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to spend more time with
them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised, "I will come back if it is God's will." Then he set sail
from Ephesus.

[Act 18:23-28 NIV] 23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled
from place to place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 24
Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man,
with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and
he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of
John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they
invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 27 When Apollos
wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to
welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 28 For he
vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was
the Messiah.

[Act 19:1-41 NIV] 1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived
at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when



you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 3 So Paul
asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied. 4 Paul said, "John's
baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that
is, in Jesus." 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There
were about twelve men in all. 8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three
months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they
refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him
and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went on for two years, so that all the
Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 11 God did
extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him
were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them. 13 Some Jews
who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who
were demon-possessed. They would say, "In the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches, | command
you to come out." 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 One day the evil
spirit answered them, "Jesus | know, and Paul | know about, but who are you?" 16 Then the man who
had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they
ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living
in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 18
Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed what they had done. 19 A number who
had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated
the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 20 In this way the word of the
Lord spread widely and grew in power. 21 After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to
Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and Achaia. "After | have been there," he said, "I must visit
Rome also." 22 He sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he stayed in the
province of Asia a little longer. 23 About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way. 24
A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in a lot of business for
the craftsmen there. 25 He called them together, along with the workers in related trades, and said:
"You know, my friends, that we receive a good income from this business. 26 And you see and hear
how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in
practically the whole province of Asia. He says that gods made by human hands are no gods at all. 27
There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but also that the temple of the great
goddess Artemis will be discredited; and the goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout the
province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her divine majesty." 28 When they heard this, they
were furious and began shouting: "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" 29 Soon the whole city was in
an uproar. The people seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's traveling companions from Macedonia,
and all of them rushed into the theater together. 30 Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but
the disciples would not let him. 31 Even some of the officials of the province, friends of Paul, sent
him a message begging him not to venture into the theater. 32 The assembly was in confusion: Some
were shouting one thing, some another. Most of the people did not even know why they were there.
33 The Jews in the crowd pushed Alexander to the front, and they shouted instructions to him. He
motioned for silence in order to make a defense before the people. 34 But when they realized he was
a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two hours: "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" 35 The
city clerk quieted the crowd and said: "Fellow Ephesians, doesn't all the world know that the city of
Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of her image, which fell from heaven?
36 Therefore, since these facts are undeniable, you ought to calm down and not do anything rash. 37
You have brought these men here, though they have neither robbed temples nor blasphemed our



goddess. 38 If, then, Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a grievance against anybody, the
courts are open and there are proconsuls. They can press charges. 39 If there is anything further you
want to bring up, it must be settled in a legal assembly. 40 As it is, we are in danger of being charged
with rioting because of what happened today. In that case we would not be able to account for this
commotion, since there is no reason for it." 41 After he had said this, he dismissed the assembly.

[Act 20:1 NIV] 1 When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging them,
said goodbye and set out for Macedonia.

[Act 20:1-38 NIV] 1 When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging
them, said goodbye and set out for Macedonia. 2 He traveled through that area, speaking many
words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, 3 where he stayed three
months. Because some Jews had plotted against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he decided
to go back through Macedonia. 4 He was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea,
Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and
Trophimus from the province of Asia. 5 These men went on ahead and waited for us at Troas. 6 But
we sailed from Philippi after the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the others at
Troas, where we stayed seven days. 7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread.
Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until
midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. 9 Seated in a
window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and
on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. 10
Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him. "Don't be alarmed,"
he said. "He's alive!" 11 Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until
daylight, he left. 12 The people took the young man home alive and were greatly comforted. 13 We
went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul aboard. He had
made this arrangement because he was going there on foot. 14 When he met us at Assos, we took
him aboard and went on to Mitylene. 15 The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Chios.
The day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the following day arrived at Miletus. 16 Paul
had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry
to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost. 17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for
the elders of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how | lived the whole
time | was with you, from the first day | came into the province of Asia. 19 | served the Lord with
great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents.
20 You know that | have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have
taught you publicly and from house to house. 21 | have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they
must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 22 "And now, compelled by the
Spirit, | am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 | only know that in
every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, | consider
my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus
has given me--the task of testifying to the good news of God's grace. 25 "Now | know that none of
you among whom | have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, |
declare to you today that | am innocent of the blood of any of you. 27 For | have not hesitated to
proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his
own blood. 29 | know that after | leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the
flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away



disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years | never stopped warning
each of you night and day with tears. 32 "Now | commit you to God and to the word of his grace,
which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 | have not
coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have
supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. 35 In everything | did, | showed you that
by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself
said: 'lIt is more blessed to give than to receive.' " 36 When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down
with all of them and prayed. 37 They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38 What grieved
them most was his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him
to the ship.

Scriptures for 1 Thessalonians Study

[1Th 1:1-10 NIV] 1 Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you. 2 We always thank God for all of you and continually
mention you in our prayers. 3 We remember before our God and Father your work produced by
faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4
For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came
to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You
know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you
welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so
you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord's message rang out
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia--your faith in God has become known everywhere.
Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of
reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,
10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from
the coming wrath.

[2Th 2:1-12 NIV] 1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we
ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly
from us--whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter--asserting that the day of the Lord
has already come. 3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will
oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets
himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Don't you remember that when | was
with you | used to tell you these things? 6 And now you know what is holding him back, so that he
may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the
one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. 8 And then the
lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and
destroy by the splendor of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with
how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the
lie, 10 and all the ways that wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they
refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so
that they will believe the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth
but have delighted in wickedness.



