
GENERATIONS & NEW STREAMS — Scriptures for Prayer 
 
1 Cor. 3:5-17  “each one should build with care…you together are that temple” 
2 Tim. 3:12-17  “so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped” 
Acts 19:1-10   “two years, so that all…heard the word of the Lord 
Phil. 2:1-11   “Christ Jesus…did not consider…to be used to his own advantage” 
Rom. 12:1-8   “one body, and each member belongs to all the others” 
Eph. 4:11-16   “to equip his people…so that the body of Christ may be built up” 
Eph. 1:18-23  “appointed him to be head over everything for the church” 
Prov. 27:17   “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another” 
Prov. 27:21   “a man is tested by the praise he receives” 
Prov. 27:23-24  “Be sure you know the condiCon of your flocks” 
John 17:20-23  “I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message” 
Þ See Discovery Bible Study - GeneraLons & New Streams 
 
See also Leadership Development Scriptures 
See also New Believers and Churches Scriptures 
See also Perseverance Scriptures   

❖ Begin by praying, “Jesus, open my mind to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:35).  
❖ Reading the Scriptures out loud increases our level of personal engagement and response. 
❖ Don’t skip a Scripture because it is familiar! The Holy Spirit always has more to reveal. 
 
As you read, after each portion of Scripture (a phrase, sentence, or passage), pause and ask the Holy 
Spirit what He wants to highlight to you—then respond in prayer.  Most of Scripture communicates 
something for us to BELIEVE, something for us to OBEY, or both.   
 
With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to BELIEVE: 

1) Declare (out loud) that you believe it. 
2) Ask Him to give you greater revelation of this truth.  (Pause to listen.) 

With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to OBEY: 
1) Resolve (out loud) to obey it. 
2) Ask Him to strengthen and equip you to obey it, and to show you how.  (Pause to listen.) 

When you discern something God wants to do, ASK HIM to do it. 
 
Some additional key prayers and questions to bring to the Scriptures: 

• What can we learn about God’s ways related to our current ministry focus?  
• In light of this truth, what should we start doing? What should we stop doing? 
• Of what the Spirit is showing me/us, what should be our persistent points of prayer in this 

season? Who are key people to invite into these prayers? When? 
• What here needs to impact the culture and activities of local believers/leaders/churches? 

What should our prayers and other practical responses be for that purpose? 
• What will it take to walk these truths out in the Spirit and not slip back into old ways of doing 

things? What habits in prayer, what habits in life, what accountability? 
 



❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ 
 
[1Co 3:5-17 NIV] 5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you 
came to believe--as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, 
but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have 
one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are co-workers 
in God's service; you are God's field, God's building. 10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a 
foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 
11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If 
anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work 
will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the 
fire will test the quality of each person's work. 14 If what has been built survives, the builder will 
receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved--even though 
only as one escaping through the flames. 16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple 
and that God's Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy that 
person; for God's temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.  
 
[2Ti 3:12-17 NIV] 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
13 while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as 
for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those 
from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 
[Act 19:1-10 NIV] 1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived 
at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 
you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 3 So Paul 
asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied. 4 Paul said, "John's 
baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that 
is, in Jesus." 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed 
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There 
were about twelve men in all. 8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three 
months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they 
refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him 
and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went on for two years, so that all the 
Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 
 
[Phl 2:1-11 NIV] 1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 
comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then 
make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5 In 
your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, 
he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And 



being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death--even 
death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
 
[Rom 12:1-8 NIV] 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God--this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the 
grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but 
rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to 
each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not 
all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your 
gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is 
teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give 
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
 
[Eph 4:11-16 NIV] 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 
and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 
13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed 
back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning 
and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will 
grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From 
him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself 
up in love, as each part does its work. 
 
[Eph 1:18-23 NIV] 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 
know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 
20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not 
only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and 
appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills everything in every way. 
 
[Pro 27:17 NIV] 17 As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. 
 
Pro 27:21 [NIV 1984] 21 The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but a man is tested by the 
praise he receives. 
 
[Pro 27:23-24 NIV] 23 Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your 
herds; 24 for riches do not endure forever, and a crown is not secure for all generations. 
 



James 1:1-27 [NIV] 1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes 
scattered among the nations: Greetings. 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not 
doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That 
person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and 
unstable in all they do. 9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 
10 But the rich should take pride in their humiliation--since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 
For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is 
destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their business. 12 
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive 
the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 13 When tempted, no one 
should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 
but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 
Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to 
death. 16 Don't be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits 
of all he created. 19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the 
righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent 
and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. 22 Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do 
what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes 
away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law 
that gives freedom, and continues in it--not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it--they will 
be blessed in what they do. 26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight 
rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our 
Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to 
keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 
 
[Jhn 17:20-23 NIV] 20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the 
glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one-- 23 I in them and you in me--so that 
they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. 


