
LAYING FOUNDATIONS — Scriptures for Prayer 
 
Gen. 12:1-3  “all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” 
Gen. 22:17-18  “through your offspring all na6ons on earth will be blessed” 
Acts 2:33-39   “the promise is for you…and for all who are far off” 
Rev. 7:9-12   “from every na6on, tribe, people and language” 
Hab. 2:14   “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord” 
Ma9. 6:9-10   “hallowed by your name…on earth as it is in heaven” 
Luke 24:46-47  “repentance…forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all na6ons” 
Acts 1:4-11   “you will be my witnesses…to the ends of the earth” 
Ma9. 24:14  “gospel of the kingdom will be preached…as a tes6mony to all na6ons” 
Ma9. 28:16-20  “go and make disciples of all na6ons” 
Acts 19:10   “all…heard the word of the Lord” 
Rom. 15:11-23  “there is no more place for me to work in these regions” 
Luke 19:10   “the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” 
Luke 10:2   “Therefore ask the Lord of the harvest” 
Ex. 3:1-12   “I have heard…I have come down to rescue…So now, go. I am sending you” 
Isa. 49:6   “It is too small a thing…I will also…” 
Ps. 67:1-7   “May God be gracious to us…so that your ways may be known on earth” 
Eph. 2:10   “good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” 
John 15:16   “appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last” 
Isa. 61:1-6   “the Lord has anointed me…to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” 
  

❖ Begin by praying, “Jesus, open my mind to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:35).  
❖ Reading the Scriptures out loud increases our level of personal engagement and response. 
❖ Don’t skip a Scripture because it is familiar! The Holy Spirit always has more to reveal. 
 
As you read, after each portion of Scripture (a phrase, sentence, or passage), pause and ask the Holy 
Spirit what He wants to highlight to you—then respond in prayer.  Most of Scripture communicates 
something for us to BELIEVE, something for us to OBEY, or both.   
 
With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to BELIEVE: 

1) Declare (out loud) that you believe it. 
2) Ask Him to give you greater revelation of this truth.  (Pause to listen.) 

With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to OBEY: 
1) Resolve (out loud) to obey it. 
2) Ask Him to strengthen and equip you to obey it, and to show you how.  (Pause to listen.) 

When you discern something God wants to do, ASK HIM to do it. 
 
Some additional key prayers and questions to bring to the Scriptures: 

• What can we learn about God’s ways related to our current ministry focus?  
• In light of this truth, what should we start doing? What should we stop doing? 
• Of what the Spirit is showing me/us, what should be our persistent points of prayer in this 

season? Who are key people to invite into these prayers? When? 
• What here needs to impact the culture and activities of local believers/leaders/churches? 

What should our prayers and other practical responses be for that purpose? 
• What will it take to walk these truths out in the Spirit and not slip back into old ways of doing 

things? What habits in prayer, what habits in life, what accountability? 
 



❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ 
 
[Gen 12:1-3 NIV] 1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Go from your country, your people and your 
father's household to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless 
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 
 
[Gen 22:17-18 NIV] 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in 
the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their 
enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have 
obeyed me." 
 
[Act 2:33-39 NIV] 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised 
Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, 
and yet he said, " 'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies a 
footstool for your feet." ' 36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah." 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 Peter replied, 
"Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and 
for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 
 
[Rev 7:9-12 NIV] 9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they 
cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 11 
All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. 
They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: "Amen! Praise and 
glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. 
Amen!" 
 
[Hab 2:14 NIV] 14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the 
waters cover the sea. 
 
[Mat 6:9-10 NIV] 9 "This, then, is how you should pray: " 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
[Luk 24:46-47 NIV] 46 He told them, "This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
 
[Act 1:4-11 NIV] 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do 
not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 6 
Then they gathered around him and asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set 
by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 



be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 9 After he 
said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10 They were 
looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood 
beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him 
go into heaven." 
 
[Mat 24:14 NIV] 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 
 
[Mat 28:16-20 NIV] 16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came 
to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age." 
 
[Act 19:10 NIV] 10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the 
province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 
 
[Luk 10:2 NIV] 2 He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 
 
[Exo 3:1-12 NIV] 1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, 
and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 
There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that 
though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this 
strange sight--why the bush does not burn up." 4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, 
God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am." 5 "Do not 
come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy 
ground." 6 Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 7 The LORD said, "I 
have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their 
slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from 
the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey--the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians 
are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites 
out of Egypt." 11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?" 12 And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is 
I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this 
mountain." 
 
[Isa 49:6 NIV] 6 he says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob 
and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my 
salvation may reach to the ends of the earth." 
 



[Psa 67:1-7 NIV] 1 For the director of music. With stringed instruments. A psalm. A song. May God be 
gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us-- 2 so that your ways may be known on 
earth, your salvation among all nations. 3 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples 
praise you. 4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with equity and guide 
the nations of the earth. 5 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you. 6 The 
land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us. 7 May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the 
earth will fear him. 
 
[Eph 2:10 NIV] 10 For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
[Jhn 15:16 NIV] 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go 
and bear fruit--fruit that will last--and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 
 
[Isa 61:1-6 NIV] 1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom 
for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's 
favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who 
grieve in Zion--to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of 
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. 4 They will rebuild the ancient 
ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been 
devastated for generations. 5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and 
vineyards. 6 And you will be called priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers of our God. You 
will feed on the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast. 


