
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT — Scriptures for Prayer 
 
John 13:3-17  “you also should wash one another’s feet” 
Ma-. 23:1-12  “The greatest among you will be your servant” 
Luke 22:24-27  “I am among you as one who serves” 
Luke 5:15-16  “crowds of people came…But Jesus o?en withdrew” 
Acts 6:1-7  “give our a@enAon to prayer and the ministry of the word” 
Ex. 18:13-23  “select capable men from all the people” 
Tit. 1:5-9  “an overseer manages God's household, he must be blameless” 
1 Tim. 5:17-22  “The elders who direct the affairs of the church” 
Acts 20:17-21, 28-36 “the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers” 
1 Pet. 5:1-4  “not because you must, but because you are willing” 
Jer. 3:15  “I will give you shepherds a?er my own heart” 
1 Sam. 13:11-15 “the men were sca@ering…the PhilisAnes were assembling…I felt compelled” 
Ps. 78:70-72  “David shepherded them with integrity of heart” 
Phil. 2:19-22  “Timothy…I have no one else like him” 
2 Tim. 2:1-7  “entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others” 
1 Tim. 4:6-7, 10-16 “if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers” 
1 Cor. 4:15-17  “you do not have many fathers” 
Acts 13:1-3  “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul” 
Eph. 4:1-16  “Christ himself gave…so that the body of Christ may be built up” 
(Scripture list con/nued on following page)  

❖ Begin by praying, “Jesus, open my mind to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:35).  
❖ Reading the Scriptures out loud increases our level of personal engagement and response. 
❖ Don’t skip a Scripture because it is familiar! The Holy Spirit always has more to reveal. 
 
As you read, after each portion of Scripture (a phrase, sentence, or passage), pause and ask the Holy 
Spirit what He wants to highlight to you—then respond in prayer.  Most of Scripture communicates 
something for us to BELIEVE, something for us to OBEY, or both.   
 
With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to BELIEVE: 

1) Declare (out loud) that you believe it. 
2) Ask Him to give you greater revelation of this truth.  (Pause to listen.) 

With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to OBEY: 
1) Resolve (out loud) to obey it. 
2) Ask Him to strengthen and equip you to obey it, and to show you how.  (Pause to listen.) 

When you discern something God wants to do, ASK HIM to do it. 
 
Some additional key prayers and questions to bring to the Scriptures: 

• What can we learn about God’s ways related to our current ministry focus?  
• In light of this truth, what should we start doing? What should we stop doing? 
• Of what the Spirit is showing me/us, what should be our persistent points of prayer in this 

season? Who are key people to invite into these prayers? When? 
• What here needs to impact the culture and activities of local believers/leaders/churches? 

What should our prayers and other practical responses be for that purpose? 
• What will it take to walk these truths out in the Spirit and not slip back into old ways of doing 

things? What habits in prayer, what habits in life, what accountability? 
 



(Leadership Development Scriptures, cont.) 
2 Cor. 13:7-10  “the authority the Lord gave me for building you up” 
2 Cor. 1:12-14, 24 “relying not on worldly wisdom but on God's grace” 
1 Cor. 13:1-8  “If I speak…but do not have love” 
Phil. 3:15-17  “keep your eyes on those who live as we do” 
Ps. 72:1-20  “Endow the king with your jusAce, O God” 
Neh. 4:8-23  “So we conAnued the work with half the men holding spears” 
Neh. 5:14-19  “I never demanded the food allo@ed to the governor” 
Neh. 8:2-3, 7-8, 12-13 “Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly” 
Neh. 13:6-11  “But while all this was going on, I was not in Jerusalem" 
 

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ 
 
[Jhn 13:3-17 NIV] 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had 
come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, 
and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 A?er that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus replied, "You do not realize 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8 "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my 
feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." 9 "Then, Lord," Simon Peter 
replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" 10 Jesus answered, "Those who have 
had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not 
every one of you." 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every 
one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13 "You call me 'Teacher' and 
'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger 
greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do 
them. 
 
[Mat 23:1-12 NIV] 1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 "The teachers of the law and 
the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not 
do what they do, for they do not pracAce what they preach. 4 They Ae up heavy, cumbersome loads 
and put them on other people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to li? a finger to move 
them. 5 "Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the 
tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important 
seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called 
'Rabbi' by others. 8 "But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have one Teacher, and you are all 
brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 
Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among 
you will be your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted. 
 
[Luk 22:24-27 NIV] 24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be 
greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, "The kings of the GenAles lord it over them; and those who exercise 
authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the 



greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 
For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the 
table? But I am among you as one who serves. 
 
[Luk 5:15-16 NIV] 15 Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to 
hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus o?en withdrew to lonely places and 
prayed. 
 
[Act 6:1-7 NIV] 1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the HellenisAc Jews 
among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in 
the daily distribuAon of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would 
not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers 
and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. 
We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our a@enAon to prayer and the ministry 
of the word." 5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from AnAoch, a convert 
to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 7 
So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large 
number of priests became obedient to the faith. 
 
[Exo 18:13-23 NIV] 13 The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they 
stood around him from morning All evening. 14 When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing 
for the people, he said, "What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, 
while all these people stand around you from morning All evening?" 15 Moses answered him, 
"Because the people come to me to seek God's will. 16 Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought 
to me, and I decide between the parAes and inform them of God's decrees and instrucAons." 17 
Moses' father-in-law replied, "What you are doing is not good. 18 You and these people who come to 
you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. 19 
Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must be the 
people's representaAve before God and bring their disputes to him. 20 Teach them his decrees and 
instrucAons, and show them the way they are to live and how they are to behave. 21 But select 
capable men from all the people--men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain--and 
appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fi?ies and tens. 22 Have them serve as judges for 
the people at all Ames, but have them bring every difficult case to you; the simple cases they can 
decide themselves. That will make your load lighter, because they will share it with you. 23 If you do 
this and God so commands, you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go home 
saAsfied." 
 
[Tit 1:5-9 NIV] 5 The reason I le? you in Crete was that you might put in order what was le? 
unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 6 An elder must be blameless, faithful 
to his wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and 
disobedient. 7 Since an overseer manages God's household, he must be blameless--not overbearing, 
not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he 
must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 
9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage 
others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 
 



[1Ti 5:17-22 NIV] 17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, 
especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 18 For Scripture says, "Do not muzzle an ox 
while it is treading out the grain," and "The worker deserves his wages." 19 Do not entertain an 
accusaAon against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 20 But those elders who 
are sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others may take warning. 21 I charge 
you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instrucAons without 
parAality, and to do nothing out of favoriAsm. 22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do 
not share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure. 
 
[Act 20:17-21, 28-36 NIV] 17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 
When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how I lived the whole Ame I was with you, from the 
first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and 
in the midst of severe tesAng by the plots of my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have not 
hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from 
house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in 
repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. ... 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought 
with his own blood. 29 I know that a?er I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not 
spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw 
away disciples a?er them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped 
warning each of you night and day with tears. 32 "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his 
grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sancAfied. 33 I 
have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of 
mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. 35 In everything I did, I showed 
you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' " 36 When Paul had finished speaking, he 
knelt down with all of them and prayed. 
 
[1Pe 5:1-4 NIV] 1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ's 
sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God's flock that is under 
your care, watching over them--not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you 
to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, 
but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown 
of glory that will never fade away. 
 
[Jer 3:15 NIV] 15 Then I will give you shepherds a?er my own heart, who will lead you with 
knowledge and understanding. 
 
[1Sa 13:11-15 NIV] 11 "What have you done?" asked Samuel. Saul replied, "When I saw that the men 
were sca@ering, and that you did not come at the set Ame, and that the PhilisAnes were assembling 
at Mikmash, 12 I thought, 'Now the PhilisAnes will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not 
sought the LORD's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering." 13 "You have done a foolish 
thing," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he 
would have established your kingdom over Israel for all Ame. 14 But now your kingdom will not 
endure; the LORD has sought out a man a?er his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, 
because you have not kept the LORD's command." 15 Then Samuel le? Gilgal and went up to Gibeah 
in Benjamin, and Saul counted the men who were with him. They numbered about six hundred. 



 
[Psa 78:70-72 NIV] 70 He chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens; 71 from tending 
the sheep he brought him to be the shepherd of his people Jacob, of Israel his inheritance. 72 And 
David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them. 
 
[Phl 2:19-22 NIV] 19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered 
when I receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, who will show genuine concern for 
your welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you 
know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the 
work of the gospel. 
 
[2Ti 2:1-7 NIV] 1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you 
have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be 
qualified to teach others. 3 Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one 
serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding officer. 
5 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the victor's crown except by 
compeAng according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of 
the crops. 7 Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 
 
[1Ti 4:6-7, 10-16 NIV] 6 If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good 
minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have 
followed. 7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be 
godly. ... 10 That is why we labor and strive, because we have put our hope in the living God, who is 
the Savior of all people, and especially of those who believe. 11 Command and teach these things. 12 
Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 13 UnAl I come, devote yourself to the public 
reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect your gi?, which was given you 
through prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 15 Be diligent in these ma@ers; 
give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. 16 Watch your life and 
doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers. 
 
[1Co 4:15-17 NIV] 15 Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, 
for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 17 
For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will 
remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every 
church. 
 
[Act 13:1-3 NIV] 1 Now in the church at AnAoch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 
2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasAng, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3 So a?er they had fasted and prayed, they 
placed their hands on them and sent them off. 
 
[Eph 4:1-16 NIV] 1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you 
have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be paAent, bearing with one another in love. 3 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one 



bapAsm; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But to each one of 
us grace has been given as Christ apporAoned it. 8 This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he 
took many capAves and gave gi?s to his people." 9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he 
also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended 
higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ himself gave the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 unAl we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, a@aining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and cra?iness of people in their deceiuul 
scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature 
body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together 
by every supporAng ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
 
[2Co 13:7-10 NIV] 7 Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong--not so that people will 
see that we have stood the test but so that you will do what is right even though we may seem to 
have failed. 8 For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 We are glad 
whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is that you may be fully restored. 10 This is 
why I write these things when I am absent, that when I come I may not have to be harsh in my use of 
authority--the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down. 
 
[2Co 1:12-14, 24 NIV] 12 Now this is our boast: Our conscience tesAfies that we have conducted 
ourselves in the world, and especially in our relaAons with you, with integrity and godly sincerity. We 
have done so, relying not on worldly wisdom but on God's grace. 13 For we do not write you 
anything you cannot read or understand. And I hope that, 14 as you have understood us in part, you 
will come to understand fully that you can boast of us just as we will boast of you in the day of the 
Lord Jesus. ... 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, because it is 
by faith you stand firm. 
 
[1Co 13:1-8 NIV] 1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gi? of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is paAent, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will be sAlled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
 
[Phl 3:15-17 NIV] 15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some 
point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we 
have already a@ained. 17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you 
have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 
 
[Psa 72:1-20 NIV] 1 Of Solomon. Endow the king with your jusAce, O God, the royal son with your 
righteousness. 2 May he judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with jusAce. 3 May 
the mountains bring prosperity to the people, the hills the fruit of righteousness. 4 May he defend 



the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; may he crush the oppressor. 5 
May he endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all generaAons. 6 May he be like rain 
falling on a mown field, like showers watering the earth. 7 In his days may the righteous flourish and 
prosperity abound All the moon is no more. 8 May he rule from sea to sea and from the River to the 
ends of the earth. 9 May the desert tribes bow before him and his enemies lick the dust. 10 May the 
kings of Tarshish and of distant shores bring tribute to him. May the kings of Sheba and Seba present 
him gi?s. 11 May all kings bow down to him and all naAons serve him. 12 For he will deliver the 
needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no one to help. 13 He will take pity on the weak and the 
needy and save the needy from death. 14 He will rescue them from oppression and violence, for 
precious is their blood in his sight. 15 Long may he live! May gold from Sheba be given him. May 
people ever pray for him and bless him all day long. 16 May grain abound throughout the land; on 
the tops of the hills may it sway. May the crops flourish like Lebanon and thrive like the grass of the 
field. 17 May his name endure forever; may it conAnue as long as the sun. Then all naAons will be 
blessed through him, and they will call him blessed. 18 Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, 
who alone does marvelous deeds. 19 Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be 
filled with his glory. Amen and Amen. 20 This concludes the prayers of David son of Jesse. 
 
[Neh 4:8-23 NIV] 8 They all plo@ed together to come and fight against Jerusalem and sAr up trouble 
against it. 9 But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. 10 
Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, "The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so much 
rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall." 11 Also our enemies said, "Before they know it or see us, we 
will be right there among them and will kill them and put an end to the work." 12 Then the Jews who 
lived near them came and told us ten Ames over, "Wherever you turn, they will a@ack us." 13 
Therefore I staAoned some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed places, 
posAng them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. 14 A?er I looked things over, I stood 
up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, "Don't be afraid of them. 
Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons and your 
daughters, your wives and your homes." 15 When our enemies heard that we were aware of their 
plot and that God had frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, each to our own work. 16 From that 
day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows 
and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah 17 who were building the 
wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other, 18 
and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But the man who sounded the 
trumpet stayed with me. 19 Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, "The 
work is extensive and spread out, and we are widely separated from each other along the wall. 20 
Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us!" 21 So we 
conAnued the work with half the men holding spears, from the first light of dawn All the stars came 
out. 22 At that Ame I also said to the people, "Have every man and his helper stay inside Jerusalem at 
night, so they can serve us as guards by night and as workers by day." 23 Neither I nor my brothers 
nor my men nor the guards with me took off our clothes; each had his weapon, even when he went 
for water. 
 
[Neh 5:14-19 NIV] 14 Moreover, from the twenAeth year of King Artaxerxes, when I was appointed to 
be their governor in the land of Judah, unAl his thirty-second year--twelve years--neither I nor my 
brothers ate the food allo@ed to the governor. 15 But the earlier governors--those preceding me--
placed a heavy burden on the people and took forty shekels of silver from them in addiAon to food 
and wine. Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But out of reverence for God I did not act 



like that. 16 Instead, I devoted myself to the work on this wall. All my men were assembled there for 
the work; we did not acquire any land. 17 Furthermore, a hundred and fi?y Jews and officials ate at 
my table, as well as those who came to us from the surrounding naAons. 18 Each day one ox, six 
choice sheep and some poultry were prepared for me, and every ten days an abundant supply of 
wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, I never demanded the food allo@ed to the governor, because the 
demands were heavy on these people. 19 Remember me with favor, my God, for all I have done for 
these people. 
 
[Neh 8:2-3, 7-8, 12-13 NIV] 2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law 
before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 
He read it aloud from daybreak All noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the 
presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened 
a@enAvely to the Book of the Law. ... 7 The Levites--Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, 
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah--instructed the people in 
the Law while the people were standing there. 8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making 
it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what was being read. ... 12 Then all the 
people went away to eat and drink, to send porAons of food and to celebrate with great joy, because 
they now understood the words that had been made known to them. 13 On the second day of the 
month, the heads of all the families, along with the priests and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the 
teacher to give a@enAon to the words of the Law. 
 
[Neh 13:6-11 NIV] 6 But while all this was going on, I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second 
year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Some Ame later I asked his permission 
7 and came back to Jerusalem. Here I learned about the evil thing Eliashib had done in providing 
Tobiah a room in the courts of the house of God. 8 I was greatly displeased and threw all Tobiah's 
household goods out of the room. 9 I gave orders to purify the rooms, and then I put back into them 
the equipment of the house of God, with the grain offerings and the incense. 10 I also learned that 
the porAons assigned to the Levites had not been given to them, and that all the Levites and 
musicians responsible for the service had gone back to their own fields. 11 So I rebuked the officials 
and asked them, "Why is the house of God neglected?" Then I called them together and staAoned 
them at their posts. 


