
NEW BELIEVERS & CHURCHES — Scriptures for Prayer 
 
Acts 2:36-47  “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship” 
Acts 4:31-35   “God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all” 
Acts 14:21-23   “strengthening the disciples…appointed elders for them in each church” 
1 Cor. 12:12-13:1  “God has placed the parts in the body…as he wanted them to be” 
Rom. 12:3-18   “each member belongs to all the others” 
Eph. 5:22-32   “This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church” 
1 Tim. 3:14-15  “God’s household, which is the church of the living God” 
Rom. 8:29   “that he might be the firstborn among many brothers” 
1 Cor. 3:9-17   “you are God’s field, God’s building” 
Eph. 2:14-22   “built together to become a dwelling in which God lives” 
1 Pet. 2:4-10   “built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood” 
Rev. 1:5-6   “a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father” 
2 Cor. 1:18-22   “He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us” 
2 Tim. 3:16-17  “All Scripture…so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped” 
Phil. 3:17   “Join together in following my example…you have us as a model” 
Rom. 15:4-7, 13  “the same aJtude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had” 
Eph. 1:3-23   “included in Christ when you heard…When you believed” 
Eph. 3:10-21   “strengthen you with power through his Spirit…filled to the measure” 
Phil. 1:9-11   “that your love may abound more and more in knowledge” 
 (Scripture list con/nued on following page)  

❖ Begin by praying, “Jesus, open my mind to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:35).  
❖ Reading the Scriptures out loud increases our level of personal engagement and response. 
❖ Don’t skip a Scripture because it is familiar! The Holy Spirit always has more to reveal. 
 
As you read, after each portion of Scripture (a phrase, sentence, or passage), pause and ask the Holy 
Spirit what He wants to highlight to you—then respond in prayer.  Most of Scripture communicates 
something for us to BELIEVE, something for us to OBEY, or both.   
 
With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to BELIEVE: 

1) Declare (out loud) that you believe it. 
2) Ask Him to give you greater revelation of this truth.  (Pause to listen.) 

With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to OBEY: 
1) Resolve (out loud) to obey it. 
2) Ask Him to strengthen and equip you to obey it, and to show you how.  (Pause to listen.) 

When you discern something God wants to do, ASK HIM to do it. 
 
Some additional key prayers and questions to bring to the Scriptures: 

• What can we learn about God’s ways related to our current ministry focus?  
• In light of this truth, what should we start doing? What should we stop doing? 
• Of what the Spirit is showing me/us, what should be our persistent points of prayer in this 

season? Who are key people to invite into these prayers? When? 
• What here needs to impact the culture and activities of local believers/leaders/churches? 

What should our prayers and other practical responses be for that purpose? 
• What will it take to walk these truths out in the Spirit and not slip back into old ways of doing 

things? What habits in prayer, what habits in life, what accountability? 
 



(New Believers & Churches Scriptures, cont.) 
Col. 1:9-14   “ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will” 
Col. 4:12   “that you may stand firm in all the will of God” 
1 Th. 3:9-13   “May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other” 
1 Th. 5:16-25   “May God himself…sancOfy you through and through” 
2 Th. 1:11-12   “pray…that our God may make you worthy of his calling” 
2 Th. 2:15-17   “strengthen you in every good deed and word” 
2 Th. 3:5   “direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance” 
Heb. 13:20-21  “may he work in us what is pleasing to him” 
1 Cor. 13:1-13   “if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love” 
 
See also Leadership Development Scriptures 
See also Perseverance Scriptures 
 

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ 
 
[Act 2:36-47 NIV] 36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Messiah." 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and 
said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 Peter replied, "Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far 
off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 40 With many other words he warned them; and he 
pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41 Those who accepted his 
message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 42 They 
devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 
44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved. 
 
[Act 4:31-35 NIV] 31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 32 All the believers were one in 
heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared 
everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus. And God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy 
persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the 
money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had 
need. 
 
[Act 14:21-23 NIV] 21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. 
Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging 
them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of 
God," they said. 23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and 
fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 
 



[1Co 12:12-31 NIV] 12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body--whether 
Jews or Gentiles, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is 
not made up of one part but of many. 15 Now if the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do 
not belong to the body," it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear 
should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason stop 
being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If 
the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the 
parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, 
where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 21 The eye cannot say to 
the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22 On the 
contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we 
think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are 
treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has 
put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no 
division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are 
the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the church first of all 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of 
guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 
Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 
Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. And yet I will show you the most excellent way. 
 
[1Co 13:1 NIV] 1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
 
[Rom 12:3-18 NIV] 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself 
more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the 
faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace 
given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is 
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it 
is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 9 
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 
serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord's 
people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be 
conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
 
[Eph 5:22-32 NIV] 22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For 
the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the 
Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 
everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 



26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present 
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care 
for their body, just as Christ does the church-- 30 for we are members of his body. 31 "For this reason 
a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 
32 This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and the church. 
 
[1Ti 3:14-15 NIV] 14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 
15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which 
is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 
 
[Rom 8:29 NIV] 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 
 
[1Co 3:9-17 NIV] 9 For we are co-workers in God's service; you are God's field, God's building. 10 By 
the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it. 
But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 
stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to 
light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person's work. 14 If what 
has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer 
loss but yet will be saved--even though only as one escaping through the flames. 16 Don't you know 
that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone 
destroys God's temple, God will destroy that person; for God's temple is sacred, and you together are 
that temple. 
 
[Eph 2:14-22 NIV] 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its 
commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, 
thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which 
he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace 
to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God's people and 
also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a 
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 
 
[1Pe 2:4-10 NIV] 4 As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by humans but chosen by God and 
precious to him-- 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it 
says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame." 7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do 
not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone," 8 and, "A stone that 
causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the 
message--which is also what they were destined for. 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal 



priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 
the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
[Rev 1:5-6 NIV] 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and 
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 
and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father--to him be glory and power 
for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
[2Co 1:18-22 NIV] 18 But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not "Yes" and "No." 19 For 
the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us--by me and Silas and Timothy--was 
not "Yes" and "No," but in him it has always been "Yes." 20 For no matter how many promises God 
has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of 
God. 21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his seal 
of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 
 
[2Ti 3:16-17 NIV] 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. 
 
[Phl 3:17 NIV] 17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us 
as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 
 
[Rom 15:4-7, 13 NIV] 4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have 
hope. 5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind 
toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in 
order to bring praise to God. ... 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
[Eph 1:3-23 NIV] 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of 
the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship 
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, 
which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good 
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment-
-to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 11 In him we were also chosen, 
having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with 
the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for 
the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised 
Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are 
God's possession--to the praise of his glory. 15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in 
the Lord Jesus and your love for all God's people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, 



remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 
Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray 
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great 
power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he 
raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all 
rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age 
but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be 
head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in 
every way. 
 
[Eph 3:10-21 NIV] 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his 
eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we 
may approach God with freedom and confidence. 13 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged 
because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory. 14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 
15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may 
have power, together with all the Lord's holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep 
is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
[Phl 1:9-11 NIV] 9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 
and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ--to the glory and praise of God. 
 
[Col 1:9-14 NIV] 9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying 
for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 
understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in 
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being 
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance 
and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 
 
[Col 4:12 NIV] 12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is 
always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully 
assured. 
 
[1Th 3:9-13 NIV] 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the 
presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 
again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord 



Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for 
each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that 
you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes 
with all his holy ones. 
 
[1Th 5:16-25 NIV] 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with 
contempt 21 but test them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil. 23 May God 
himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body 
be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he 
will do it. 25 Brothers and sisters, pray for us. 
 
[2Th 1:11-12 NIV] 11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you 
worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness 
and your every deed prompted by faith. 12 We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 
glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
[2Th 2:15-17 NIV] 15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we 
passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and 
God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 
encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 
 
[2Th 3:5 NIV] 5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance. 
 
[Heb 13:20-21 NIV] 20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with 
everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
[1Co 13:1-13 NIV] 1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 
When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as 
in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am 
fully known. 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 


