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NEW SEEKERS & GROUPS — Scriptures for Prayer

“examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true”

“you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God”
“god of this age has blinded...God...said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’”
“those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God”

“united by faith with those who listened...hold fast our confession”

“This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ”

“When you were slaves to sin...Those things result in death”

“it is with your heart...and it is with your mouth”

“baptizing them...and teaching them to obey”

“Repent and be baptized...The promise is for you ...and for all”

“those of you who do not give up everything...cannot be my disciples”
“encouraging them...We must go through many hardships”

“predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son”

“Join together in following my example...you have us as a model”

“no stumbling block...so that our ministry will not be discredited”

“I endure everything...that they too may obtain the salvation”

“the judgment seat of Christ...we try to persuade others”

“in Christ we speak before God with sincerity”

“Each...should remain in the situation they were in when God called them”

(Scripture list continued on following page)

«» Begin by praying, “Jesus, open my mind to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:35).
«» Reading the Scriptures out loud increases our level of personal engagement and response.
«» Don’t skip a Scripture because it is familiar! The Holy Spirit always has more to reveal.

As you read, after each portion of Scripture (a phrase, sentence, or passage), pause and ask the Holy
Spirit what He wants to highlight to you—then respond in prayer. Most of Scripture communicates
something for us to BELIEVE, something for us to OBEY, or both.

With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to BELIEVE:

1) Declare (out loud) that you believe it.

2) Ask Him to give you greater revelation of this truth. (Pause to listen.)
With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to OBEY:

1) Resolve (out loud) to obey it.

2) Ask Him to strengthen and equip you to obey it, and to show you how. (Pause to listen.)
When you discern something God wants to do, ASK HIM to do it.

Some additional key prayers and questions to bring to the Scriptures:

e What can we learn about God’s ways related to our current ministry focus?

e Inlight of this truth, what should we start doing? What should we stop doing?

e Of what the Spirit is showing me/us, what should be our persistent points of prayer in this
season? Who are key people to invite into these prayers? When?

e What here needs to impact the culture and activities of local believers/leaders/churches?
What should our prayers and other practical responses be for that purpose?

e  What will it take to walk these truths out in the Spirit and not slip back into old ways of doing
things? What habits in prayer, what habits in life, what accountability?




(New Seekers & Groups Scriptures, cont.)
Acts 10:24-27, 44-48 “Cornelius...had called together his relatives and close friends”

Luke 5:27-29 “Levi got up, left everything and followed him. Then Levi held a great banquet”
John 1:35-45 “The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him”

John 4:15-16, 28-42 “Many...believed in him because of the woman's testimony”

Luke 8:38-39 “Jesus sent him away..."Return home and tell how much God has done’”

1 Pet. 3:1-2 “they may be won over...by the behavior of their wives”

See also New Believers & Churches Scriptures
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[Act 17:1-12 NIV] 1 When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia,
they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom, Paul went into
the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining
and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus | am proclaiming to
you is the Messiah," he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a
large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women. 5 But other Jews were
jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a
riot in the city. They rushed to Jason's house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to
the crowd. 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before
the city officials, shouting: "These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come
here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar's decrees, saying
that there is another king, one called Jesus." 8 When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials
were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go. 10 As
soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to
the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every
day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number of
prominent Greek women and many Greek men.

[1Th 2:13-15 NIV] 13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of
God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 14 For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators
of God's churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own people the same
things those churches suffered from the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also
drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to everyone

[2Co 4:4-6 NIV] 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see
the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we
preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For
God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light
of the knowledge of God's glory displayed in the face of Christ.

[Rom 8:14-17 NIV] 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit
you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received
brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit himself



testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs
of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in
his glory.

[Heb 3:12-19 NIV] 12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart
that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called
"Today," so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in
Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. 15 As has just been said:
"Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion." 16 Who were
they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 17 And with whom
was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies perished in the
wilderness? 18 And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who
disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.

[Heb 4:1-2, 6-14 NIV] 1 Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful
that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. 2 For we also have had the good news
proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because they
did not share the faith of those who obeyed. ... 6 Therefore since it still remains for some to enter
that rest, and since those who formerly had the good news proclaimed to them did not go in because
of their disobedience, 7 God again set a certain day, calling it "Today." This he did when a long time
later he spoke through David, as in the passage already quoted: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not
harden your hearts." 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about
another day. 9 There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10 for anyone who enters
God's rest also rests from their works, just as God did from his. 11 Let us, therefore, make every
effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by following their example of disobedience. 12 For
the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the
eyes of him to whom we must give account. 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.

[Rom 3:11-16 NIV] 11 there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have
turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."
13 "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit." "The poison of vipers is on their
lips." 14 "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." 15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16
ruin and misery mark their ways,

[Rom 6:14-23 NIV] 14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but
under grace. 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no
means! 16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience,
which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you
have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 18
You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 19 | am using an example
from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves
to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness
leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness.



21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things
result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the
benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

[Rom 10:5-13 NIV] 5 Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: "The person who
does these things will live by them." 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your
heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 "or 'Who will descend into
the deep?' " (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is near you;
it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you
declare with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with
your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, "Anyone who believes in
him will never be put to shame." 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same
Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved."

[1Co 7:12-24 NIV] 12 To the rest | say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a
believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And if a woman has a
husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 14 For the
unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been
sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they
are holy. 15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not bound in such
circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 16 How do you know, wife, whether you will save
your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? 17 Nevertheless,
each person should live as a believer in whatever situation the Lord has assigned to them, just as God
has called them. This is the rule | lay down in all the churches. 18 Was a man already circumcised
when he was called? He should not become uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was
called? He should not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing.
Keeping God's commands is what counts. 20 Each person should remain in the situation they were in
when God called them. 21 Were you a slave when you were called? Don't let it trouble you--although
if you can gain your freedom, do so. 22 For the one who was a slave when called to faith in the Lord
is the Lord's freed person; similarly, the one who was free when called is Christ's slave. 23 You were
bought at a price; do not become slaves of human beings. 24 Brothers and sisters, each person, as
responsible to God, should remain in the situation they were in when God called them.

[Act 10:24-27, 44-48 NIV] 24 The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them
and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met
him and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. "Stand up," he said, "l am only a
man myself." 27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. ...
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45
The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit
had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising
God. Then Peter said, 47 "Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.



[Luk 5:27-29 NIV] 27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at
his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 29
Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others
were eating with them.

[Jhn 1:35-45 NIV] 35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw
Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" 37 When the two disciples heard him say this,
they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?"
They said, "Rabbi" (which means "Teacher"), "where are you staying?" 39 "Come," he replied, "and
you will see." So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was
about four in the afternoon. 40 Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what
John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother
Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which,
when translated, is Peter). 43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said
to him, "Follow me." 44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip
found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about
whom the prophets also wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."

[Jhn 4:15-16, 28-30, 39-42 NIV] 15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that | won't get
thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 16 He told her, "Go, call your husband and
come back." ... 28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the
people, 29 "Come, see a man who told me everything | ever did. Could this be the Messiah?" 30 They
came out of the town and made their way toward him. ... 39 Many of the Samaritans from that town
believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything | ever did." 40 So when
the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And
because of his words many more became believers. 42 They said to the woman, "We no longer
believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man
really is the Savior of the world."

[Luk 8:38-39 NIV] 38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but
Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 "Return home and tell how much God has done for you." So the man
went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.

[1Pe 3:1-2 NIV] 1 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of
them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2
when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.

[Mat 28:18-20 NIV] 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age."

[Act 2:38-41 NIV] 38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise
is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 40
With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this



corrupt generation." 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand
were added to their number that day.

[Luk 14:25-33 NIV] 25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 "If
anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters--
yes, even their own life--such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won't
you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if
you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying,
'This person began to build and wasn't able to finish.' 31 "Or suppose a king is about to go to war
against another king. Won't he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men
to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way,
those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.

[Act 14:21-22 NIV] 21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples.
Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging
them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of
God," they said.

[Rom 8:29 NIV] 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.

[Phl 3:17 NIV] 17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us
as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do.

[2Co 6:1-13 NIV] 1 As God's co-workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. 2 For he says,
"In the time of my favor | heard you, and in the day of salvation | helped you." | tell you, now is the
time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so
that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in
every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments
and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and
kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with
weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report
and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and
yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many
rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians,
and opened wide our hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are
withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange--1 speak as to my children--open wide your hearts
also.

[2Ti 2:1-10 NIV] 1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you
have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be
qualified to teach others. 3 Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one
serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding
officer. 5 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the victor's crown except by
competing according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of



the crops. 7 Reflect on what | am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 8 Remember
Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am
suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained. 10
Therefore | endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is
in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.

[2Co 5:9-11 NIV] 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or
away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may
receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 11 Since, then, we
know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What we are is plain to God, and | hope it
is also plain to your conscience.

[2Co0 2:12-17 NIV] 12 Now when | went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the
Lord had opened a door for me, 13 | still had no peace of mind, because | did not find my brother
Titus there. So | said goodbye to them and went on to Macedonia. 14 But thanks be to God, who
always leads us as captives in Christ's triumphal procession and uses us to spread the aroma of the
knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who
are being saved and those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are an aroma that brings death; to
the other, an aroma that brings life. And who is equal to such a task? 17 Unlike so many, we do not
peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, as
those sent from God.



