
PERSEVERANCE — Scriptures for Prayer 
 
Hab. 2:1-3  “Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay” 
Isa. 55:8-11   “my word…will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire” 
2 Pet. 3:8-15   “not slow in keeping his promise…the day of the Lord will come like a thief” 
Luke 18:1-8   “a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up” 
Gen. 32:22-32  “I will not let you go unless you bless me” 
Luke 11:1-13   “because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up” 
Phil 3:7-14   “I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me” 
1 Cor. 15:50, 58  “Always give yourselves fully…your labor in the Lord is not in vain” 
Col. 1:9-12   “strengthened with all power…so that you may have great endurance”  
Col. 1:24-29   “with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me” 
2 Cor. 1:8-11   “But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God” 
2 Cor. 4:7-12, 16-18  “momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory” 
2 Cor. 5:1-11   “we groan and are burdened…we make it our goal to please him” 
Rom. 8:18-39   “we ourselves, who have the firsFruits…groan inwardly as we wait eagerly” 
John 16:20-24  “when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy” 
Rom. 15:1-6, 13  “the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide” 
James 5:7-11   “we count as blessed those who have persevered” 
Job 13:14-18   “Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him…this will turn out for my deliverance” 
Job 27:1-6   “as long as I have life within me…Ill I die, I will not deny my integrity” 
 (Scripture list con/nued on following page)  

❖ Begin by praying, “Jesus, open my mind to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:35).  
❖ Reading the Scriptures out loud increases our level of personal engagement and response. 
❖ Don’t skip a Scripture because it is familiar! The Holy Spirit always has more to reveal. 
 
As you read, after each portion of Scripture (a phrase, sentence, or passage), pause and ask the Holy 
Spirit what He wants to highlight to you—then respond in prayer.  Most of Scripture communicates 
something for us to BELIEVE, something for us to OBEY, or both.   
 
With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to BELIEVE: 

1) Declare (out loud) that you believe it. 
2) Ask Him to give you greater revelation of this truth.  (Pause to listen.) 

With everything the Holy Spirit highlights for you to OBEY: 
1) Resolve (out loud) to obey it. 
2) Ask Him to strengthen and equip you to obey it, and to show you how.  (Pause to listen.) 

When you discern something God wants to do, ASK HIM to do it. 
 
Some additional key prayers and questions to bring to the Scriptures: 

• What can we learn about God’s ways related to our current ministry focus?  
• In light of this truth, what should we start doing? What should we stop doing? 
• Of what the Spirit is showing me/us, what should be our persistent points of prayer in this 

season? Who are key people to invite into these prayers? When? 
• What here needs to impact the culture and activities of local believers/leaders/churches? 

What should our prayers and other practical responses be for that purpose? 
• What will it take to walk these truths out in the Spirit and not slip back into old ways of doing 

things? What habits in prayer, what habits in life, what accountability? 
 



(Perseverance Scriptures, cont.) 
1 Sam. 30:1-8   “David was greatly distressed…David strengthened himself in the Lord his God” 
Ps. 42:1-11   “My soul is downcast within me; therefore I will remember you” 
Ps. 73:1-28   “But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold” 
Ps. 139:1-6   “You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me” 
Gal. 6:7-10   “at the proper Ime we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” 
Rom. 5:3-5   “suffering produces perseverance…hope does not put us to shame” 
2 Tim. 1:6-12   “he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him unIl that day” 
2 Tim. 4:5-8   “I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” 
Heb. 2:1-18   “careful aNenIon…to what we have heard, so that we do not driO away” 
Heb. 3:12-15   “that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceiFulness” 
Heb. 6:10-20   “show this same diligence to the very end…inherit what has been promised” 
Heb. 10:19-39  “do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded” 
Heb. 11:1-3   “what is seen was not made out of what was visible” 
Heb. 11:13-16  “the things promised; they only…welcomed them from a distance” 
Heb. 11:38-40  “none…received what had been promised…God had planned something better” 
Heb. 12:1-13   “Endure hardship as discipline…strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees” 
Rev. 2:2-5   “I know your…perseverance…yet I have this against you” 
2 Th. 3:5   “May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance” 
 

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ 
 
[Hab 2:1-3 NIV] 1 I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what 
he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 2 Then the LORD replied: "Write 
down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it. 3 For the revelation 
awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it 
will certainly come and will not delay. 
 
[Isa 55:8-11 NIV] 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares 
the LORD. 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not 
return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the 
sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to 
me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
 
[2Pe 3:8-15 NIV] 8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will 
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it 
will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to 
be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its 
coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt 
in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, where righteousness dwells. 14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, 
make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our 



Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that 
God gave him. 
 
[Luk 18:1-8 NIV] 1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray 
and not give up. 2 He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared 
what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 
'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 4 "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 
'Even though I don't fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually come and attack me!' " 6 And the 
Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen 
ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that 
they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 
 
[Gen 32:22-32 NIV] 22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and 
his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he 
sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 
25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that 
his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, "Let me go, for it is 
daybreak." But Jacob replied, "I will not let you go unless you bless me." 27 The man asked him, 
"What is your name?" "Jacob," he answered. 28 Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be 
Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome." 29 
Jacob said, "Please tell me your name." But he replied, "Why do you ask my name?" Then he blessed 
him there. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "It is because I saw God face to face, and yet 
my life was spared." 31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of 
his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of the 
hip, because the socket of Jacob's hip was touched near the tendon. 
 
[Luk 11:1-13 NIV] 1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples." 2 He said to them, 
"When you pray, say: " 'Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our 
daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not 
into temptation.' " 5 Then Jesus said to them, "Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to 
me, and I have no food to offer him.' 7 And suppose the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The 
door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8 I tell 
you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of 
your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 9 "So I say to you: 
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 
For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will 
be opened. 11 "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if 
he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him!" 
 
[Phl 3:7-14 NIV] 7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is 
more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in 



him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith 
in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ--yes, 
to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already 
obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold 
of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 
[1Co 15:50, 58 NIV] 50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. ... 58 Therefore, my dear brothers 
and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
 
[Col 1:9-12 NIV] 9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying 
for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 
understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in 
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being 
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance 
and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 
 
[Col 1:24-29 NIV] 24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still 
lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become 
its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness-- 26 the 
mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord's 
people. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and 
teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 29 To 
this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me. 
 
[2Co 1:8-11 NIV] 8 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles 
we experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to 
endure, so that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. 
But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He has 
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that 
he will continue to deliver us, 11 as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our 
behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many. 
 
[2Co 4:7-12, 16-18 NIV] 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 
We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed 
in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his 
life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in 
you. ... 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we 
are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 



eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 
 
[2Co 5:1-11 NIV] 1 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to 
be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we will not be found 
naked. 4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be 
unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has 
given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 6 Therefore we are always confident 
and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7 For we live by 
faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at 
home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or 
away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may 
receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 11 Since, then, we 
know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it 
is also plain to your conscience. 
 
[Rom 8:18-39 NIV] 18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to 
be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, 
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that 
is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do 
not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do 
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will of God. 28 And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For 
those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he 
called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 31 What, then, shall we say in response 
to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but 
gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will 
bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one 
who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right 
hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 
"For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 37 No, in 
all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 



[Jhn 16:20-24 NIV] 20 Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will 
grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time 
has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born 
into the world. 22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, 
and no one will take away your joy. 23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell 
you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for 
anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 
 
[Rom 16:20-24 NIV] 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus be with you. 21 Timothy, my co-worker, sends his greetings to you, as do Lucius, Jason and 
Sosipater, my fellow Jews. 22 I, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in the Lord. 23 Gaius, 
whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his greetings. Erastus, who is the 
city's director of public works, and our brother Quartus send you their greetings. 24 
 
[Rom 15:1-6, 13 NIV] 1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to 
please ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 3 For 
even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: "The insults of those who insult you have fallen 
on me." 4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 5 May 
the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each 
other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. ... 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
[Jas 5:7-11 NIV] 7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer 
waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You 
too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. 9 Don't grumble against one 
another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 10 Brothers 
and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard 
of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of 
compassion and mercy. 
 
[Job 13:14-18 NIV] 14 Why do I put myself in jeopardy and take my life in my hands? 15 Though he 
slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend my ways to his face. 16 Indeed, this will turn out 
for my deliverance, for no godless person would dare come before him! 17 Listen carefully to what I 
say; let my words ring in your ears. 18 Now that I have prepared my case, I know I will be vindicated. 
 
[Job 27:1-6 NIV] 1 And Job continued his discourse: 2 "As surely as God lives, who has denied me 
justice, the Almighty, who has made my life bitter, 3 as long as I have life within me, the breath of 
God in my nostrils, 4 my lips will not say anything wicked, and my tongue will not utter lies. 5 I will 
never admit you are in the right; till I die, I will not deny my integrity. 6 I will maintain my innocence 
and never let go of it; my conscience will not reproach me as long as I live. 
 
[1Sa 30:1-8 NIV] 1 David and his men reached Ziklag on the third day. Now the Amalekites had raided 
the Negev and Ziklag. They had attacked Ziklag and burned it, 2 and had taken captive the women 
and everyone else in it, both young and old. They killed none of them, but carried them off as they 



went on their way. 3 When David and his men reached Ziklag, they found it destroyed by fire and 
their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. 4 So David and his men wept aloud until they had 
no strength left to weep. 5 David's two wives had been captured--Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the 
widow of Nabal of Carmel. 6 David was greatly distressed because the men were talking of stoning 
him; each one was bitter in spirit because of his sons and daughters. But David found strength in the 
LORD his God. 7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelek, "Bring me the ephod." 
Abiathar brought it to him, 8 and David inquired of the LORD, "Shall I pursue this raiding party? Will I 
overtake them?" "Pursue them," he answered. "You will certainly overtake them and succeed in the 
rescue." 
 
[Psa 42:1-11 NIV] 1 For the director of music. A maskil of the Sons of Korah. As the deer pants for 
streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 
When can I go and meet with God? 3 My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to 
me all day long, "Where is your God?" 4 These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to 
go to the house of God under the protection of the Mighty One with shouts of joy and praise among 
the festive throng. 5 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in 
God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 6 My soul is downcast within me; therefore I will 
remember you from the land of the Jordan, the heights of Hermon--from Mount Mizar. 7 Deep calls 
to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all your waves and breakers have swept over me. 8 By day the 
LORD directs his love, at night his song is with me--a prayer to the God of my life. 9 I say to God my 
Rock, "Why have you forgotten me? Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by the enemy?" 10 
My bones suffer mortal agony as my foes taunt me, saying to me all day long, "Where is your God?" 
11 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet 
praise him, my Savior and my God. 
 
[Psa 73:1-28 NIV] 1 A psalm of Asaph. Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. 2 
But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold. 3 For I envied the arrogant 
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 4 They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and 
strong. 5 They are free from common human burdens; they are not plagued by human ills. 6 
Therefore pride is their necklace; they clothe themselves with violence. 7 From their callous hearts 
comes iniquity; their evil imaginations have no limits. 8 They scoff, and speak with malice; with 
arrogance they threaten oppression. 9 Their mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take 
possession of the earth. 10 Therefore their people turn to them and drink up waters in abundance. 
11 They say, "How would God know? Does the Most High know anything?" 12 This is what the 
wicked are like--always free of care, they go on amassing wealth. 13 Surely in vain I have kept my 
heart pure and have washed my hands in innocence. 14 All day long I have been afflicted, and every 
morning brings new punishments. 15 If I had spoken out like that, I would have betrayed your 
children. 16 When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply 17 till I entered the sanctuary 
of God; then I understood their final destiny. 18 Surely you place them on slippery ground; you cast 
them down to ruin. 19 How suddenly are they destroyed, completely swept away by terrors! 20 They 
are like a dream when one awakes; when you arise, Lord, you will despise them as fantasies. 21 
When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, 22 I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute 
beast before you. 23 Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. 24 You guide me with 
your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory. 25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And 
earth has nothing I desire besides you. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of 
my heart and my portion forever. 27 Those who are far from you will perish; you destroy all who are 



unfaithful to you. 28 But as for me, it is good to be near God. I have made the Sovereign LORD my 
refuge; I will tell of all your deeds. 
 
[Psa 139:1-6 NIV] 1 For the director of music. Of David. A psalm. You have searched me, LORD, and 
you know me. 2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3 You 
discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 4 Before a word is on my 
tongue you, LORD, know it completely. 5 You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand 
upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
 
[Gal 6:7-10 NIV] 7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 
Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the 
Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us 
do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 
 
[Rom 5:3-5 NIV] 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us 
to shame, because God's love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has 
been given to us. 
 
[2Ti 1:6-12 NIV] 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us 
power, love and self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has saved us and 
called us to a holy life--not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and 
grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it has now been 
revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I 
know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him 
until that day. 
 
[2Ti 4:5-8 NIV] 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 6 For I am already being poured out like a drink 
offering, and the time for my departure is near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing. 
 
[Heb 2:1-18 NIV] 1 We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so 
that we do not drift away. 2 For since the message spoken through angels was binding, and every 
violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great 
a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who 
heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy 
Spirit distributed according to his will. ... 8 and put everything under their feet." In putting everything 
under them, God left nothing that is not subject to them. Yet at present we do not see everything 
subject to them. 9 But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now 



crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 
death for everyone. 10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for 
whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 
through what he suffered. ... 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every 
way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he 
might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
 
[Heb 3:12-15 NIV] 12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart 
that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
"Today," so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in 
Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. 15 As has just been said: 
"Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion." 
 
[Heb 6:10-20 NIV] 10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown 
him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to show this 
same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized. 12 We do not want 
you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been 
promised. 13 When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to 
swear by, he swore by himself, 14 saying, "I will surely bless you and give you many descendants." 15 
And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised. 16 People swear by someone 
greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument. 17 
Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what 
was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be 
greatly encouraged. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the 
inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He 
has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 
 
[Heb 10:19-39 NIV] 19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most 
Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that 
is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God 
with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold 
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another--and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that 
will consume the enemies of God. 28 Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on 
the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much more severely do you think someone 
deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, who has treated as an unholy 
thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified them, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For 
we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his 
people." 31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 32 Remember those earlier 
days after you had received the light, when you endured in a great conflict full of suffering. 33 
Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by 



side with those who were so treated. 34 You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully 
accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and 
lasting possessions. 35 So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 36 You need 
to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 37 
For, "In just a little while, he who is coming will come and will not delay." 38 And, "But my righteous 
one will live by faith. And I take no pleasure in the one who shrinks back." 39 But we do not belong to 
those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith and are saved. 
 
[Heb 11:1-3 NIV] 1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 
see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was 
formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 
 
[Heb 11:13-16 NIV] 13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive 
the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they 
were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for 
a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have 
had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 
 
[Heb 11:38-40 NIV] 38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 
living in caves and in holes in the ground. 39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of 
them received what had been promised, 40 since God had planned something better for us so that 
only together with us would they be made perfect. 
 
[Heb 12:1-13 NIV] 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you 
will not grow weary and lose heart. 4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding your blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that 
addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says, "My son, do not make light of the Lord's 
discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one he 
loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son." 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is 
treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not 
disciplined--and everyone undergoes discipline--then you are not legitimate, not true sons and 
daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected 
them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us 
for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share 
in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it 
produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 12 Therefore, 
strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 "Make level paths for your feet," so that the lame 
may not be disabled, but rather healed. 
 
[Rev 2:2-5 NIV] 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot 
tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have 
found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not 



grown weary. 4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider 
how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to 
you and remove your lampstand from its place. 
 
[2Th 3:5 NIV] 5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance. 


